
Equi pment 

The majo r e quipm ent of the Sheriff1s department co n­

sists of eight radio-equipped automobiles whi ch are repla c ­

ed ever y two yea rs. In addi ti o n to two- way radi os, each 

ca r is equi pp ed with gas masks, tear gas, riot guns, ri o t 

helmets and fingerprint material. Un if o rms and hand guns 

a re furnishe d t o each deputy by the coun t y. The Sh e riff 

reports that the equipment is adequate with o ne e x ce pti o n. 

The t wo - way radios in each automobile and the base station 

is cons idered t o be inadequate because of their age and 

low p owe r. Frequently, de p uties o n patrol in the far 

corners of the county can not send and receive radi o 

messages t o and from the base station du e t o the inadequate 

power. 

The coun ty maintains a communica ti on s cen ter in th e 

cour th ou se which re ce ives both fire and p ol i ce ca lls for 

the entire coun t y . This ce nter ope rates 24 hours per day 

and is in con stant t ouch with all fire and p o li ce depart­

ments throughout th e coun t y . 

Re commendations 

1. The o ffi c es h o using the Sheriff1s Department are 

in a dequ a te. The s p ace pr o vided is small and there is 

n o r oo m f o r exp a nsi o n. Th e futur e in c rease o f the 

cou nt y 1s p o pulati o n will d ema nd a n enl a rg e d st a ff . 

Mini mum f ac iliti e s wo uld r e quir e a t l eas t tripl th e 

pr e s e nt o ffi c e spa c e a nd s h o uld in co rp o r a t e a re ce p­

ti o n r oom , where the c l e ri c al wo rk o f the d e pa rtm e nt 

co uld b e handled, a n a ss em bl y r oo m f o r th e deputi e s, 

a n int e rr o g a ti o n r oo m, a s t o r a ge r oom , an d th e sheriff1s 

priv a t e o ffi c e . Thi s e xp a nsi o n sh o uld b e within th e 

cou rth o us e pr o p e r du e t o th e n a tur e o f the sh e riff1s 

fu n c ti o n. At th e pr e s e nt suc h e xp a n s i o n is imp o ssible. 

2 . The major pr o bl em n o w conf r on tin g th e Way n e Co unt y 

She rif f ' s De p a rt me nt i s a s h o rt age o f p e rs o nn e l. Ther e 
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